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Iraqi students settling in at UA

It used to be only a dream
for Iraqi scholars to study
abroad in the United States.

But now, 10 months after
the end of the war that top-
pled Saddam Hussein’s
regime, six Iraqi Fulbright
Scholars have arrived to study
at the UA. 

There are 25 Iraqi
Fulbright Scholars in the
United States this year.  

Ali Mohammed and
Hamdy Singary are two of the
six Iraqi students learning
English at UA’s Center for
English as a Second
Language. They will be here
until August. 

Both students said they
have come to learn more
about America’s political 
system. 

Singary, who spoke with
the help of an interpreter, has
worked in Iraq as a lawyer, a
security investigator and a
security adviser to the secre-

tary of the interior in
Baghdad. He said he is inter-
ested in applying federalism
back home. 

Singary is from Arbil in
northern Iraq’s Kurdish
region. He said federalism is a
system he believes will unify
Iraq. He said the Kurdish peo-
ple, who have remained rela-
tively autonomous since the
first Gulf War, want to be a
part of Iraq now that the old
regime is gone.

“(The Kurds) have asked
for unity,” Singary said, “but
according to a federalist sys-
tem.” 

Mohammed, a recent
graduate of an Iraqi law
school, said he wants to

attend law school here and is
aiming for the top — Yale or
Harvard. 

After returning to Iraq, he
hopes to work in the govern-
ment and teach students
about the U.S. system, he said.

“It is necessary for stu-
dents to improve their knowl-
edge,” he said. 

Both Mohammed and
Singary spoke openly about
the war in Iraq.

Mohammed said he lives
on a highway that leads into
his town and that he saw the
American troops come in. He
said there was a cannon in
front of his house that was

Police are on the lookout for the person who has
been shooting at students and a residence hall with a
pellet gun. 

While walking in a parking lot on Feb. 26 by La Paz
Residence Hall, a female student was shot in the thigh
by what police believe to be a pellet gun. 

Police are now looking for the suspect and asking
for anyone who knows anything about the incident to
come forward. 

“We are very interested in locating the suspect,”
said Sgt. Eugene Mejia, UAPD spokesman. 

The pellet gun penetrated the student’s skin, and
she suffered a minor injury. Mejia said a pellet gun
can be very dangerous. 

“It could be lethal if it hit someone in a vital area,
such as an eye,” he said. 

Mejia said police believe the suspect is a resident of
La Paz and was shooting from one of the windows. 

Within a day of the shooting, police received
reports that several residence hall windows had been
shot at. Mejia said police believe the incidents are 
connected. 

Courtney Brazil, a pre-business freshman and a La
Paz resident, said one of the reports was from her
friend, whose window now has several holes in it.

“When he first told me, I thought it was a joke, but
then I saw the bullet holes in his window,” she said. 

Brazil said the pellet gun incident doesn’t really
worry her. 

But Dania Molla, a chemistry sophomore and a 
resident of La Paz, said the incident worries her. 

ASUA presidential candidates face
off in Court over election violations

Over the weekend, Alistair
Chapman nearly lost his position as
next year’s student body president. 

But a technicality might have saved
him.

Josh Shapiro, Chapman’s opponent
in the March elections, filed 16 elections
code violations against Chapman this
weekend. Chapman filed two against
Shapiro.

Had Chapman been found guilty of
four of the violations, he would have
been disqualified from the presidency. 

But 14 of the 16 charges against
Chapman were dismissed because

Shapiro failed to provide specific
details of the violations.  After finding
out the charges against him were
dropped, Chapman dropped the two
claims against Shapiro.

The Supreme Court held two trials
this weekend to hear the allegations
against Chapman.

Chapman was found guilty of hold-
ing a campaign party at Coconuts, a bar
on North Stone Avenue, and fined $25.

According to Section 5-100.02 of the
2004 ASUA Elections Code, a candidate
may not campaign off campus at an
age-restrictive establishment.

Chapman was found innocent of the
other allegation, failing to report his
Web site on his expense form.

Although Chapman said Campus

Magazine hosted the party only as a
social event, Shapiro said it was a cam-
paign party for Chapman because the
D.J. announced twice to “vote for
Alistair.”

Chapman admitted that he or a
member of his campaign staff might
have initiated the announcement.

Kathleen Rapp, an ASUA Supreme
Court associate justice, asked Chapman
if he believed there was a distinction in
his mind between him and members of
his staff, to which Chapman replied,
“No, I am in charge of them.”

Later, Chapman admitted the party
was a violation of the elections code,
but said his penalty should be a $25

Fat Tuesday
closes abruptly

Fat Tuesday on East University Boulevard unexpected-
ly closed down last week.

Signs taped to windows around the building indicated
some details about the closure. 

Part of the sign read that Geronimoz Inc. had “exer-
cised legal rights to re-enter and take possession of those
premises.”

The sign stated that Geronimoz retook possession
because Fat Tuesday had defaulted on its sublease. 

Geronimoz leased the bar to Fat Tuesday, and the
Marshall Foundation owns the property.

The exact time of the closure is unknown, but members
of the Hillel Foundation, who had planned to throw a
Thursday night party at Fat Tuesday for the Purim holi-
day, received a call Wednesday night from manager Ryan
Gains, who said the bar was shut down. 

Hillel had less than 24 hours to relocate the party.
“After calling various locations, the management at

Belushe’s were very willing to accommodate us at the last
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Josh Shapiro, right, who lost his bid for ASUA president last week, testifies before the ASUA Supreme Court Friday night, as his former opponent
and now president-elect, Alistair Chapman, listens.  Shapiro contested that the election was unfair, alleging violations on the part of Chapman
and the ASUA elections commissioner.

6 Fulbright Scholars from Iraq
learning English, politics in U.S.


