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Likins restores Dec. commencement

Ceremony returns after agreement
to improve behavior of students

By Matasha Bhuyvan
Anzoeds, Danr Wilocer

Prsicent | Mty Lakims
announcesd the mestoration ot the
Dercember university-wide come-
mencement ceremony yesterday,
after |'|,'-.1|.;I'|||'||_r. an agroemmeant with
student body  president Alistair
Chapmian,

But a2 a comedition b restoring

the university-wide commence-
mient, Likins said he expocts a
chamgs in behavior at the comemos-
Iy

While administmation oficlals
said the ellminatien of the universi-
1.1.--1.'.'i-.'.h'- COMIMENCEMent was
irtended b create a more inkimate
COMMEencEment  cermony,  they
acdmitted that disruptive behavior
wias also g Rckorn

“ASLA Prsdctent A listanr

Chaprman and | agresd today on
thie changres of behavior that sill be
expected for the mestoration of the
university-wide YWinke
Cormnimencement,” Likins said in an
e-miadl semt to employoss and stu-
damits yesterday

Two wieks azo, universiby -
clals announced  Decembyer’'s uni-
versity-wids COMmmancemsn e
wontld ko lirmited to Ph D ard mas-
ter s studenits

The cancellation of the universi-
v ide ceremony prompeed an
L BT I'||.4.1|.|:||'||.|;|}' mrative eSS
frovm the campus community, with

ghudent leaders and alormmi s
spied ki out agnainst the changes.

Fallowing last week's ASUA
Town Hall, which gave stadents,
staff, and alumni the opporbuniey
o wolce thalr CPINICHS: (M the com-
mencemant  changes, Chapman
wircdie a letter to Likins Friday, wrg-
Img hdrn b mestore the anbversiey-
wide commemncermemnt.

Chapman said Likins agrosd to
ot with him vesterday bo discuss
COTUTIENCCTIENE CONDETTLS — Spwcif-
ically, the role students will have to
play m the restoration of come-
rmencerTEek.

After recedving feesdback from
thie -.'-.:-111m|.||'|ir:.'. Likins said he
learmed people value a universiby-
wicke commencement, but I:|1l.'_\_-.' i
ok appreciabe disroptive behavios

“Wee understand that perhectiom
is ot a reasonable early axpocta
tom," Likins and Chapiman wioda
in a e fo the commumnity, "Bt
W ONPeOt 10 sop meal PIeERess,

Chapiman said reaching  this
foal mnquires the cooperation of
avery student, parent, and guest al
Ot

See COMMENCEMEMNT/S

SHOWING THEIR COLORS

DAVID HARDEN Arcroma. Daily Wilkdond
Ylpiriteers of Bt LA Cidor Corrad ke Binsde pﬁﬁnﬂ:’rnlﬁil’y s o e sl ey ||:|"£I'||' andl |.|.|1£|1l1ﬁ|_:|' vivorisg i U Prkde of Arisona” sildrcimg sl proctine.
Thee bvvad, avhicly etertaims oroavas af every Weldont foodimil gomee, prochices foeer divgs & week o mmrsher ifs spedmony o B falid,

Likins defends university’s rating

By loe Ferguaon
ARt Dadly WILECAT

President Peter Likins said a recent
regrort that gave the LA a failing grade in
affordability was based on old data and
the LA has made strides in the last fow
years o improve financial aid to its st
dents.

Thie meport by The Mational Cender for
Public Policy and Higher Education
gave Arizoma’s higher education system
a grade of Fon afferdaklivy in iis bienmi-
al repoet card. The teport was released
Sept. 15

The report, called “Measuring Up
204" indicated whether students could
afford to pay for higher education by
comparing, tuition levels at state colleges
and universities with median sooame

krvels and avallalle finamclal akd

Fifty percont of the grade in the report
was based on a r:||:|1i.|}".-= ability to pay bor
tuition. The report keoked at the com-
bined cosis of wltien, room and bognd
for students attending four<year mstitu-
roaE in Ariaima.

Likims said the data vsed fer the
report card was from fiscal year 2003
The data painted the UA in an unfair
light, highlighting a period when the LA
was it offering rouch financial aid o
students but had one of the lowest
fuiticn rates in rI'||'--.'-.:-11|'|rr_;', Likins said

“ur buition was the lowest i
Armerica,” Likins said, “But cur financial
ald was really lousy. That is why we got
an F. Mot becauss our tuition was high.”

[Dhiring the 02-3003 school Y,
kuikon for resident undergraduates was

521,583, This year’s tulition |s 54,062

While resident tuition at the LA has
e wp % percent amce 2002, Likins
said the LA has dramatically increased
finamcial akd 1o lis studemis

Thie state alzo contrbuted to the dis-
mial rating af its colleges and universitios
by niot contributing o need-based finan-
cial aid, Likins said

A portion of the report called
“Strategies for Abordability” measured
funcling set asicde in-state funds for need-
based Anancial aid. This amount was
compared o the federal hunding for
mered-based financial aid. In Arzona,
then: was no skate hunding.

Likins said the lack of funding From
the stake hurt the state’s rating, and the

e FATLING e

Wall sparks
controversy,
conversation

By Monica Warren
ARk THALY W AT

Eeactions to the Writing on the ¥Wall Proj@ect on
tha Mall have boen as varbed as the bricks thal sup-
ot ik

With resctions ranging from sad to angry to
understanding, wolunteers say A students have
beem very mesponsive bo the wall and its goals

“A lot of peeple think it's interesting and eve-
-.:-|.'\-c'|'|i11!l.." said Walencia MPatterson, a '|'l|'|.--l1|.|.-=1|'||*-.'\.
umibcor and student volunteer at the wall  “Mestly
what ['ve gotten ate stapes.”

The 37-foot wall was built as a kickof o the
LUA’s First anrual |'|i'.'|'-1'~.1r:.' -.'].1_1,-_. which will be held
tomoirew,  Blocks with words and plirases like
“The Holooaust never |:I..'||.'“F'-.'I'|IL"L‘|." “Muslims=ter-
morists” and “YWhite trash” were made to ilhostrate
the stereotvpes that bulld barriors betwaeen people,

“There have boen people who were riding on
thieir bikes swho would stop and get mad,” said Paty
Gonzalez, Bilingual education junior and public
relations wice president of the Residenco Hall
Association who was also volumteering at the wall,

Some students who saw the wall were ofended
|".-'I- k5 ‘-|.|'ll|'|ﬁ content

Chemisty sophomore Domindque Trujillo was
upsat by the wall and said he would mather see
-'n|'|'r._'l,|'||r|!_l| positive a ncd ||'|-._|:\-|r.'|:h'-n;|l while l.t'.1|'|-:|r|!_l|
ACIOSS CAMIPAIS.

*I dont think it necegary,” e qaid of thie wall
“It's sort of trashy to have it on campus,”

Sev WALLM
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