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FEATURE STORY
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Tutor becomes
lifelong friend

By Alexis Blue
ARZEONA DAY YWILDEET

When U lavey student Laura Coppover
became a volkesr utor for e Losi
Bovys ol Suclany in 20010, she sinply wani
il 1o help e adiost o heir nesy lives
in America, Bul three yYears Biler,
Conover savs shie's learmeod moie froam
hem than they have room e

In swmimer 2000, Conover, hen a
spanlsh and paolitical sckenos malor, was
prepaning o enter her sendor yviear af the
LA when she deckied she veanted 1o vaol-
unieer with the Sodanese relugees wihio
el move o Tucson tal vear.

Conover sald she was overwhelmed
by coverage of Sudan’s ovil war aned the
Last Boys i ihe Arizona Daidly Siar, and
deciclesd she wanied i help e Last Boyvs
i Tucson by eachdng iden 1o nide Dikes.,

“1 had a ral desire o iy o help”
Conerver salc, =1 dichn't knosy haorey nosch
oy life: veoadd chiaregde ™

Wwiih the assisiance of fonmer LA
Hoawws Collesger acdviser Man Fleline, wio
wias vidunteerng with ihe Lost Boys ail
the time, Comowver was  introdoced o
sonme o e refugees ad became the
first Lia sndend they med.

“Wir sian o indroduce ourselves and
thewt e very' excikedd that Pon a0 Wildical,
et P o resad LA stodest,™ Conover said.

Bout wleen Conoseer, in a rooam withy 17
refugioes, announoed her ides o gve kes-
s0ins  in bike-riding, she  sapd  the
resg o s i 1ob whend she esgeedcied.

“There's o loms peuse ad (one of
ey sas, “We abresady micke Bikes, Yo
ares @ LD of Acshuddent, yealn? (L We need o
pevss e GED aacl bescoamee college sho-
dlenis murrredlEbely. Yoo wall oo g

Conoder Said, rnpressed Bie e ooandi
dlenee, she agrecd an e sl 10 Beoone
1w mator,

Adter recnaiting o of er fiiemds o
help, Conover began holding  regalo
Sunclay koriing sessions el focoused
iy o esdingg andd writing English,
amd corinmesd in some fommn lor T mexa
e vears,

Sl was the first ginl vwe imet,” saic ok
Miakwon, & marsing pnior wiho staned ai the
LA in ihe fall. “She has been really good
for 1s. Wi we wels @odng 1o Pima full-
i v had a really hargd e, b she
ke i casiern coming eviery Sundcay and
heslping us.”

Peder sauen, & poliitcal sclence juniar n
his firsi vear al e LA sald meeting
Comener in 2001 made hiin realize i was-
oo late oo Go s collese.

“What | sakd was. “Wow | ain 22 vears
ol a1t esven press faoogdhn high

Confinued on Opposine pagoe s

The struggle to survive

Continued from page 13

county &as refudess. By Auagust
Lirbce, omly 16 000 rermasined
alivie, kKhoor saic,

“Everyons has a iraghc expe-
rlence, and evervone has their
o Stories,” Jobo said

The andmels wiere fhe
big@esl threal al nighit.

“Daring ihe ndght we [lost a
liat of peaple coming from
Ethiopda to Sodanrn” Daonie] said,

PFractically anvihing walking.
anyining crawling, posed &
ihreail, said Abraham Deng Ader,
25, physiology and phamnacey
juinion

“Woul idn't Knowy Doy ol
were going to survive”
Abrabinn said,

To avoid starvation, hey
searched 1or leaves and Dermes.
Wheesn thoses ran out. thesy tried
irisiss,

The sitation cicl
lmnperosse

“Wie gresw very skinny, b
still grew tall, from natare.”
Abrabann said

He is G-0loolk3 and said il e
and the other ovs hacdn't eeen
refugess, ey wolld have een
bigder and taller.

Thee rmeen i Tucson o
Iroan Sddoenl< 10 Gloold
Abrraham salkd among Dinka, he
is of averags height.

Besicles uncler-
clevelopament, ey
hadd 1 sinigake
adalnst thedr own
wills

1 wwariied 1o
i 1 el useless,”
khoor saicl.

Her sanidd D feld
like ihere was
naihimg e coald
ol tox helpr himself
or oifrers, s thiad
Iie (ried o die ol
Im@ the long treks.

=1 wailied

o fhey byl
reserfread i |
he reluges . 2 couldn't.”
s T T ] v r )
s Evervone has a guoor
Rakuma. — {ragic experience, sid
kenya, L : : O,
G2, andl CVERVOLe when
There, —— 23 7 ihey iried
PO has 1|h{ i Own i
@IV COImL. sStories, for @
v B rest, e
fuls of — John Majok  boys
Ireans amnd R
somelines 2 i kel
whieant flown by e
EVEryY o weeks, Daniel saicd, e Trosmm a reearsy

Abraham estimated ihey
recceived atotal of two pounds
o foed CeryY i R ] ]

They had o make i lasi
S0 everny though the Ulindied
Mations was providing food,
the hovs still swent days with.
il eating.

“Therse was rol enouugh
food,” Abrahaim said.

Dinkas are Krevwin o b ihe
Tallesn colivore joy ihee savoplad,
[¥inka baskeiball player Manuie
Bal, who played i the NBA in
ihe "B80s and "S90s. was 7-I001-7,
angd Abrabian said the Losi
Bowvs Knew taller men in Adrica,

The phivsical challenge ol
survival took a toll on the boyvs.

PHETO COURTESY OF LALRA CORCOVER

Rl sabil e swadied] lomger 10
accept God. He wanied o make
sure b ool Belesye in suct a
hingg Destore Beingt baplized

Khasor lefl Soclan i 15SET
when he was nine, and becamds
Chnstian i 18832,

Most of the oiber Losst Boys
converteo i PSS and s

“1 becanme Chrlsian last
because | was looking for the

village.

O Aleech, o pre-Brasioess sapfarmane, wmdss o bowd af i hoose
ey North Pavk Aveneie ond East Prince Raad. Five Lost Boys ve i
e o,

Irn thest altack,
12 boys were Killed, which
Rhodr salcl was & 0w nimibeer.

“That was a good thing —
VT fevn wliesgd ol | G000, Khiossr
il

Adier walking troom Suclan (o
Ethiopda and back, ihe bovs
wialkesd along the southern o
cler of Sucan vodil ey got to
kakurmia, kenva

Thew siaved In Kenya irom
1962 fo 2001, wherne they wenit
i school, plaged Basketball and
lived together in ihe clay honees
ihey Dl themsevies.

— Religion —

Khoor sald he was cone
fuscol about the: conditions they
facead, s boys Kept dyving aad
British missionaries wied 1o
Introduce religion infta ihe boys’
lives.

“Sometinmees | think, CIf there
is a God, why did he e this
happen?” To punish a child who
higs not done anyibing s nod
good,” Khioor said,

When ihe bovs reached
Eithicopia, missionarkes 100k care
of them. Mast of the Lost Boyvs
were baptized there anc cliose
iheir Christian names,

Jolhny sald he wanted 1o 1ol-
lonwy in dhe fooisteps of e dis-
cipde o, so he adopied his
IR,

“He's ihe only one thail
wirole he theme of the Bible,”
Jodhin sald, “that God so loved
e wworkd, Godd lowesd all
ki,

Gii],™ Khoeor saddl

Khisor was Iin Pochalla,
Sueclan, oo the joumey bebween
Ethiopda @ Kemya when tha
searchy ended,

H wwias Hshing i a river
when a lion walked by, When
b o dhidin't aktack Do,
Koo, whiose naime neeans
“licn,”™ sald he thoughi i was
Giorl whio had protected him.

Missionanes arriveo in
Suddan in 1805, and by 155910
sl of e Dinka wibe was Dag
lized, abraham sald.

It took a while because ihe
[rnkias didn't imost the mission-
aries al first,

“Wwhen the milssionarles
came o Sodan, they acted ke
fraitors — ihey would ke a
child and never come back,”
Abralhanm sald.

“That's whal missionarcs
dicd, S were Chiristian aand
hey really want peophke 1o Know
ihe wardd ol God, (Dl sonee
wWeres miof.”

Whien Abrabwon et e imis-
sicnaries in Ethicpia he said he
was ready 1o convert.

“Oh wveah, | was happy —
ihat's wihiat | was looking for”
e said,

Mamy ol the Losi Hovs In
Tucson 2o 0 an Evangelical
church. Grace S5i. Paul's. mear
CHTNpHLS Every Suncday



