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Teacher shortage solutions
Booze
leads to
frat bust
Programs like ‘Teach for
Tucson’ give education
majors practical experience
By Tacie Holyoak
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

University suspends Pi
Kappa Alpha’s recognition
for recent alcohol violation
By Cara O’Connor
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

More than 20 Pi Kappa Alpha members are
awaiting a decision from the dean of students
and their national chapter as to the future of
the fraternity on the UA campus.
The UA temporarily withdrew its recognition of the fraternity yesterday in response to a
September violation of its probation.
The fraternity, also known as “Pike,” was
originally placed on social probation in fall
2001 when a number of fights involving fraternity members were reported.
Most recently, though, Greeks Advocating
Mature Management of Alcohol (GAMMA)
officials found bottled alcohol at a “dry” (nonalcohol) bid night party at the fraternity.
Alcohol is forbidden at all open-campus
events at fraternities, according to the IntraFraternity Council, Pan-Hellenic and
GAMMA student risk management policy,
According to Pike President Drew Baxter,
however, no members of the fraternity were
involved in the most recent GAMMA violation
because a group of girls brought alcohol with
them to the party.
The girls were required to leave, but the fraternity was still disciplined, Baxter said.
Pike members appealed the initial disciplinary decision, but in December it was still
found in violation of the policy, Hernandez
See PIKE/9

Lillian Kruse attends school in Mrs.
Jackie Krieg’s fourth grade class, and
she’s learning all she can from Mrs. Krieg,
and her students.
As a matter of fact, the 23-year-old
graduate student is learning more from
fourth-graders than she ever imagined
she would.
Kruse, an elementary education graduate student, works as a student teacher
at Sam Hughes Elementary School,
where she assists Krieg in planning lessons and assisting students.
On Thursday, Kruse will take over
Krieg’s class of 20 fourth graders in order
to fulfill her student teaching requirement. She has been observing teachers at
Sam Hughes Elementary since October,
and now she believes she is prepared to
take on the challenge of teaching.
“Back in August, I was not ready,”
Kruse said, thankful for the confidence
the UA’s program, Teach for Tucson, has
given her.
Programs like Teach for Tucson, which
allow prospective K-12 educators to earn
their master’s degrees in one year, have
been very effective in persuading qualified individuals to enter the teaching
field, said Jane Erin, interim associate
dean of the College of Education.
In light of the national shortage of
teachers, college administrators said they
are committed to providing Arizona’s
classrooms with qualified teachers, Erin
said.
“Demands are great and growing,”
said Jack Jewett, president of the Arizona
Board of Regents. “Teacher preparation
(is a) major challenge for the university
and the state. Certainly the university
must continue to promote leadership in
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Psychology freshman Hillary Bender practices signing in her American Sign
Language 1 class yesterday afternoon as professor Samuel J. Supalla Ph.D looks on.
teacher development … These are part of
what will make our state strong.”
The college also plans to provide a
wide range of courses — substantial subject matter as well as classes designed to
“teach how to teach” — and incorporate
internships, ensuring guided experience
for students, Erin said.
For the 800 students enrolled in the
undergraduate education program and
another 800 enrolled at the graduate
level, a more hands-on approach is

intended to help them better understand
their future roles as educators.
“(Working in the classroom has) given
me a tool box almost,” she said. “Being in
the classroom has helped to figure out
what they’ve been talking about.”
Upon completion of the Teach for
Tucson program, Kruse will be eligible
for certification, and then plans to enter a
career in elementary education, where
See SHORTAGE/10

Merger possibilities will be announced today
By Jeff Sklar
SENIOR WRITER
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UA President Pete Likins will list merger proposals today as part
of department reorganization under the Focused Excellence plan.

Top
administrators
will
announce today their initial plans
for merging and reorganizing UA
programs, the second in a series of
announcements outlining their proposals for restructuring the UA’s
mission.
Today’s
announcement
by
President Pete Likins and Provost
George Davis will mark the second
time in just over a week that they
give specific plans for altering the
university’s goals under Likins’
Focused Excellence plan, which
seeks to make UA a research powerhouse.
The proposals will include pre-

liminary plans for merging some
programs, and ideas for reorganizing others so they function more
smoothly or efficiently, Davis said.
He would not
discuss specifics of
the plan yesterday,
but said the proposed
changes
would impact a
broad range of
departments.
Department heads across the
university expect the merger proposals to meet with some dissent
from faculty, many of whom have
worked in the same department
with many of the same colleagues
for decades.

Mark
it

Davis also expects some opposition, and said he and Likins backed
away from some merger proposals,
fearing political
fallout or other
Merger and
Reorganization
“collateral damProposal
age” could offset
Discussion
the benefits of the
2 p.m. Today
merger.
Kiva Room of
“The challengthe Student
ing part of … proUnion Memorial
Center
gram
mergers
includes the uncertainties that are always surrounding
what happens when two or more
units are brought together,” he said.
“Whether it works or not depends
so much on the people, the culture
See MERGER/3

